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Abstract



This study is aimed to study the effectiveness of using models instead of
specimen in teaching practical human anatomy for the preclinical stage medical
students at the Faculty of Medicine, National Ribat University and to find out the
properties of both models and specimen in the practical training.

The researcher has followed the descriptive analytical method, which
depends on collection of data related to the problem, processing it through
describing and finally analyzing it.

This study was applied on Batch 7 medical students of the 3" year (semister7)
and the staff of anatomy in the Faculty of Medicine, National Ribat University during
the period 2009--2010. 120 subjects were included (115 students and 5 staff
members).

Data was collected using a questionnaire for the students and structured
meeting for the staff.

After analyzing the data, the researcher concluded the followings:

1. The models help the students to study human body on bases of tissues,
organs and systems and their interrelations.

2. Models do not help students to acquire the dissection skills compared to
the specimen. However, they are close to reality.

3. Models are better than specimen in raising the level of academic
performance.

4. There are difficulties and limitations for the use of specimen in teaching
practical anatomy such as the shortage in number of specimen and the
unpleasant odor of formalin.

5. The inaccurately or badly-made model is the most important limitation
factor for its use.

6. Students prefer to use both models and specimens in their teaching.

Recommendations:

1. Models can be used by the students to acquire the basic anatomical skills
which could then be applied to specimen.

2. Specimens can be used to develop the surgical anatomy skills and the
ability to identify and discriminate different human parts using touch
sensation.

3. Avoidance of using inaccurate or badly- made models; by involving both
anatomy specialists and Instructional aid experts in the process of models
manufacturing.
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